
 
 

Paxton Academy: Geography– Progression of Skills 
 Locational  Place Human and Physical Geography Geographical skills and fieldwork 

Reception  All About Me  

• I can describe my 

immediate 

environment (home/ 

school)  

 

Superheroes  

  

 

Growing and changing  

 

Where do I live?  

• I can name the town I 

live in  

• I can name the country 

I live in  

 

At the Seaside  

• I can explore images of 

the seaside  

• I can look at different 

countries on a map  

• I can say the names of 

some countries and talk 

about how they are 

different to where I live  

 

All About Me  

 

• I can say the name of my 

school  

 

Superheroes  

• I can talk about important 

places in my local area  

 

 

Where do I live?  

• I can describe places 

people might live (town, 

city, countryside) 

 

At the Seaside  

• I can describe how the 

seaside is different from 

Croydon  

All About Me  

• I can identify changes that 

happen in Autumn  

 

Superheroes  

• I can identify changes that 

happen in Winter 

 

Growing and changing  

• I can identify changes that 

happen in Spring 

 

Where do I live?  

• I can discuss the country 

we live in and its 

similarities/ differences to 

other countries  

 

 

At the Seaside  

• I can identify the features 

of the seaside  

• I can identify changes that 

happen in Summer 

 

All About Me  

• I can explore a map of the 

school 

 

 

Superheroes  

 

• I can look at a map of the local 

area  

• I can follow a map to walk to the 

fire station   

 

 

Where do I live?  

• I can walk around my local area 

and talk about what I can see  

• I can use positional and 

directional language  

 

 

At the Seaside  

• I can create a map 

 

EYFS- continuous provision  

Daily weather chart  

Atlases, globes and maps  

Seasonal art work 

Beebots  

Visit the Farm 

Visit the seaside  

 



 
 

Year 1 Autumn 

Home Sweet Home 

• I can name and locate 

Croydon on a map of the 

UK 

• Understand that they live in 

England which is a country 

within the United Kingdom    

• Understand that the United 

Kingdom is made up of four 

different countries and 

identify each countries own 

flag and capital city   

 

Spring London’s Calling 

• Name, locate and identify 

the four countries and 

capital cities of the United 

Kingdom and its 

surrounding seas  

• Know the flags and capital 

cities of all 4 UK countries.  

• Know that the Republic of 

Ireland is not a country of 

the United Kingdom   

 

Summer 

Whirling Weather 

• Name, locate and identify 

the four countries and 

capital cities of the United 

Kingdom and its 

surrounding seas  

• Describe the weather in 

each country  

 

 Autumn 

Home Sweet Home 

• Observe and describe the 

local area 

 

Spring 

London’s Calling 

• Observe and describe 

London (landmarks, 

features, tourism)  

 

Summer 

Whirling Weather 

 

• Observe and describe the 

weather in the four 

countries of the United 

Kingdom 

Autumn 

Home Sweet Home 

Use basic Geographical 

vocabulary to refer to key physical 

features  

 

Spring  

London’s Calling 

• Use basic geographical 

geography to refer to key 

human/ physical features  

 

Summer 

Whirling Weather 

• Understand and use the term 

meteorologist.  

•  Identify seasonal/ daily 

weather patterns in the UK  

• Locate hot and cold areas of 

the UK  

Autumn 

Home Sweet Home 

• Use simple fieldwork and 

observational skills to study the 

geography of their local area  

• Use world maps, atlases and 

globes to identify the United 

Kingdom and it’s countries 

• Devise simple picture maps  

 

Spring London’s Calling 

• Use locational and directional 

language  

• Use photographs to recognise 

landmarks and basic human 

and physical features   

 

Summer 

Whirling Weather 

• Use directional language  

• Use simple compass directions 

(North, East, South, West)  

 

 

 



 
 

Year 2 Autumn 

You’re in Europe 

• I can name, locate and 

capital cities of the United 

Kingdom and surrounding 

seas  

 

Spring 

Wonderful World 

• I can name and locate 

the seven continents   

• I can name and locate 

the five oceans  

 

Summer 

Coming to Kenya 

• I can identify the 

continent Africa  

• I can identify the 

characteristics of 

countries near the 

equator  

Autumn 

You’re in Europe 

• Explore the characteristics 

of the four countries 

United Kingdom (culture, 

tourism)  

 

Spring 

Wonderful World 

• Population in each 

continent  

 

Summer 

Coming to Kenya 

• Explore the similarities and 

differences between a 

Croydon and Kenya 

(climate, features, way of 

life, food, transport)  

Autumn 

You’re in Europe 

• Identify human features using 

geographical vocabulary  

•  

Spring 

Wonderful World 

• Locate hot and cold areas 

of the world in relation to 

the equator and the North 

and South poles.  

 

Summer 

Coming to Kenya 

• Use basic Geographical 

vocabulary to refer to key 

physical and human 

features   

Autumn 

You’re in Europe 

• Use maps, atlases and globes to 

identify continents and oceans  

 

Spring 

Wonderful World 

• Use compass points to describe 

the continents in relation to each 

other   

  

Summer 

Coming to Kenya 

• Use simple fieldwork and 

observational skills to study the 

geography of their local area  

• Devise a simple map; and use 

and construct basic symbols in 

a key 

• Use aerial photographs and plan 

perspectives to recognise 

landmarks and human and 

physical features  

Year 3  Autumn 

Countries, Counties and Cities 

to See 

• I can name and locate 

the main counties and 

cities of the UK  

• I can compare 

populations within the 

United Kingom 

 

Spring 

What’s beneath our feet 

• I can name and locate 

volcanic islands around 

the globe  

Autumn 

Countries, Counties and Cities to 

See 

• I can explore why people 

visit different counties  

• I can describe the 

population in different 

countries, counties and 

cities   

 

Spring 

What’s beneath our feet 

• I can describe the effects 

of volcanic eruptions in 

Europe   

Autumn 

Countries, Counties and Cities to 

See 

 

• I can compare the human 

and physical features of 

two counties in the UK  

 

Spring 

What’s beneath our feet 

• I can describe the earth’s 

layers  

• I can describe the 

formation of a volcano 

Autumn 

Countries, Counties and Cities to See 

• I can use fieldwork to observe, 

measure and record human and 

physical features in Surrey  

• I can use the 8 points of a 

compass  

• I can use four figure grid 

reference 

 

Spring 

What’s beneath our feet 

• I can use maps, atlases, globes 

and digital mapping to locate 



 
 

Summer 

Shakes and Quakes  

• I can name and locate 

areas where 

earthquakes might take 

place 

Summer 

Shakes and Quakes  

• I can describe the effects 

of earthquakes in Europe  

• I can describe the impact 

of a tsunami in Asia  

• I can describe the physical 

process of plate tectonics 

and volcanic eruptions  

 

Summer 

Shakes and Quakes  

• I can describe the physical 

process of earthquakes 

and tsunamis  

countries and features studied 

(…..) 

 

Summer 

Shakes and Quakes  

• I can use maps, atlases, globes 

and digital mapping to locate 

countries and features studied 

(…..) 

 

Year 4  Autumn 

Moving Mountains 

 

• I can name and locate 

mountain ranges in 

Europe  

• I can identify 

topographical features 

in Europe 

 

 

Spring 

Spectacular Spain 

• I can name and locate 

European countries 

and cities on a map  

 

Summer 

Amazing Amazon 

• I can name and locate 

countries, states and 

cities in South America  

• I can identify the 

positions of the tropics 

of Cancer and 

Capricorn 

Autumn 

Moving Mountains 

• I can describe impact of 

tourism on a mountainous 

region 

 

Spring 

Spectacular Spain 

• I can describe similarities 

and differences between 

the U.K and Spain 

(tourism, language, food, 

climate, landmarks, 

society) 

 

Summer 

Amazing Amazon 

• I can describe the 

population, 

characteristics and land 

use in South America  

Autumn 

Moving Mountains 

• I can describe and identify 

types of mountains  

• I can describe the water 

cycle  

 

Spring 

Spectacular Spain 

• I can explore and describe 

the  climate  in Spain 

 

Summer 

Amazing Amazon 

• I can compare the climate 

in the UK and Amazon 

rainforest  

• I can identify the layers of 

the rainforest  

• Compare changes in land 

use 

Autumn 

Moving Mountains 

• I can use the 8 points of a 

compass to describe the 

location of countries  

• I can use OS maps to explore 

mountain ranges  

 

Spring 

Spectacular Spain 

• I can use maps and atlases to 

locate European countries and 

cities  

I can use aerial images to explore human 

and physical features  

I can use digital maps to create a map 

of an area  

 

Summer 

Amazing Amazon 

• I can use an atlas to locate 

countries and cities in South 

America  

• I can describe the position of 

countries and cities using an 8 

point compass  



 
 

Year 5  Autumn 

Rivers 

• I can name and 

identify rivers and the 

countries they are in  

 

Spring 

Cool Coasts 

• I can locate countries 

and their costal lines  

 

Summer 

Field to Fork 

• I can locate climate 

zones on a world map 

Autumn 

Rivers 

• I can compare two rivers 

(Mississippi and River 

Severn) 

 

Spring 

Cool Coasts 

• I can explain how Jaywick 

has changed over time  

•  

Summer 

Field to Fork 

• I can explain farming in 

the UK 

 

Autumn 

Rivers 

• I can describe the 

formation of rivers  

• I can describe the process 

of erosion and deposition  

• I can describe settlements 

and land use next to rivers  

 

Spring 

Cool Coasts 

• I can explain how 

beaches are formed  

• I can explain how erosion 

impacts the shape of the 

coast  

• I can explain the impact 

of coastal erosion on 

communities and tourism  

 

Summer 

Field to Fork 

• I can compare and 

contrast climate zones  

• I can explain land use in 

the United Kingdom 

• I can explain human and 

physical impacts on 

farming 

Autumn 

Rivers 

• I can use aerial maps to identify 

and locate rivers  

• I can use four figure grid 

reference to locate settlements 

on rivers 

 

Spring 

Cool Coasts 

• I can use maps, atlases and 

digital mapping to locate 

coastal countries around the 

world  

 

Summer 

Field to Fork 

• I can observe, measure and 

record food items available in 

our local supermarket.  

Year 6 Autumn 

Green Planet 

• I can locate biomes on 

a map 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn 

Green Planet 

I can describe where the biomes 

are  

 

Spring 

Blue Planet 

• I can investigate a marine 

area (Great Barrier Reef) 

Autumn 

Green Planet 

• I can describe each 

biome and how plants 

and animals are adapted 

to them  

• I can describe how 

climate and vegetation 

are connected to biomes  

Autumn 

Green Planet 

• I can use 6 figure grid reference  

• I can use maps, atlases, globes 

and digital computer mapping 

to locate biomes  

 

 

 



 
 

Spring 

Blue Planet 

• I can name and locate 

the worlds oceans and 

their features  

 

Summer 

Overheating World 

• I can identify countries 

across the world on a 

map 

• I can investigate fishing 

villages in the UK  

 

Summer 

Overheating World 

 

Spring 

Blue Planet 

• I can identify the layers of 

the ocean 

• I can explain why ocean 

biomes are valuable, 

under threat and need to 

be protected  

• I can investigate a marine 

area (Great Barrier Reef) 

and the impact of tourism 

 

Summer 

Overheating World 

• I can describe the basic 

process of global 

warming, its causes, 

implications and the 

changes required  

Spring 

Blue Planet 

• I can create graphs to show the 

layers of the ocean 

 

Summer 

Overheating World 

 

• I can use fieldwork to observe, 

measure and record pollution in 

my local area  

 


